




A full set of clinical trials for a 

successful candidate can take 

10 to 12 years, involve 50,000 to 

100,000 volunteers, and cost 

$500 million or more (see figure 

at right). Few vaccine candi-

dates survive this rigorous 

process, which is one reason 

pharmaceutical research and 

development (R&D) is so expen-

sive. Creating a malaria vaccine 

for young children and pregnant 

women—one of the most 

important vaccine-development 

challenges today—is no excep-

tion. Yet, malaria vaccine devel-

opers are confident the goal will 

be achieved and are already 

seeing promising results.

THE PATH MALARIA VACCINE INITIATIVE (MVI) is a global program established at 

PATH through an initial grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. MVI's mission 

is to accelerate the development of malaria vaccines and ensure their availability and 

accessibility in the developing world. MVI's vision is a world free from malaria. 

For more information, please visit www.malariavaccine.org. 

PATH is an international, nonprofit organization that creates sustainable, culturally 

relevant solutions that enable communities worldwide to break longstanding cycles 

of poor health. By collaborating with diverse public —and private— sector partners, 

PATH helps provide appropriate health technologies and vital strategies that change 

the way people think and act. PATH's work improves global health and well-being. 

For more information, please visit www.path.org.
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