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Media Briefing

Tuesday, November 3, 2009, 1:30 PM

Press Room, 1st Floor, Kenyatta International Conference Center

Nairobi, Kenya

STATUS OF WORLD’S MOST ADVANCED
MALARIA VACCINE CANDIDATE TO BE REPORTED IN NAIROBI

A pivotal Phase III trial of RTS,S, the world’s most clinically advanced malaria vaccine candidate, is now underway and will be discussed at a press briefing in Nairobi on Tuesday, November 3, 2009. The trial is expected to enroll up to 16,000 children across seven countries in Africa. The majority of malaria deaths in Africa occur in children under the age of five.  
The briefing will take place at the 5th Pan–African MIM Malaria Conference—the world’s largest gathering of the malaria community—where leading scientists will gather to review the latest findings in malaria research and discuss the challenges ahead.

SPEAKERS:
Dr. Christian Loucq, Director, PATH Malaria Vaccine Initiative
Dr. Joe Cohen, Vice President of R&D for Vaccines for Emerging Diseases and HIV, GSK Biologicals
Dr. Patricia Njuguna, RTS,S principal investigator and co-chair of the Clinical Trials Partnership Committee

Dr. Salim Abdulla, RTS,S principal investigator and director of the Ifakara Health Institute, Tanzania

Dr. Rip Ballou, Deputy Director for Vaccines, Infectious Diseases Development, Bill &

Melinda Gates Foundation

DETAILS:
Tuesday, November 3, 2009, 1:30 – 2:30 PM

Press Room, 1st Floor, Kenyatta International Conference Center 

Nairobi, Kenya


Security will be strict: To RSVP, please call Preeti Singh at +1 301-980-0961 
Or +254 (0)715 914 290 or e-mail psingh@burnesscommunications.com

An embargoed online press kit including photos and videos is available at: www.EurekAlert.org/RTSSmalariavaccine. 

Developed by GlaxoSmithKline Biologicals, RTS,S is the leading clinical candidate in the global effort to develop a malaria vaccine led by the PATH Malaria Vaccine Initiative (MVI). Half of the world's population is at risk of malaria, and an estimated 247 million cases led to nearly 881,000 deaths in 2006.

At the briefing, NGO’s, vaccine experts from Africa, Europe and the US will provide an overview of the RTS,S Phase III trial and answer key questions such as 
· Why does Africa need a malaria vaccine?
· What is the history of RTS,S? Where are we today in the search for a malaria vaccine? 

· How has partnerships between and among Africa, US and European research organizations helped move forward the clinical development of RTS,S? 
· What could be the impact of a malaria vaccine for Africa’s children?

· What is the role of African researchers in the development of RTS,S?

