Dances with B_ees

A honeybee hive needs a lot of honey, and that means
a lot of flower nectar. When a scout bee finds flowers,
she (almost all bees are shes) goes back to the hive

to tell the other bees where the flowers are. How does

Here's what to do:
1.

2.

she tell them? She dances!

If a scout bee performs The Round Thewaggle | A Waggle Dance means

Dance Dance

a Round Dance, the other = there are flowers far

bees know there are 3 - A\“ from the hive. But where
flowers very near the hive. are they?
| |

Can you do a dance that will explain where to find food? Give it a tryl

Let's try a waggle dance!

1
Here's .
Pick a hive area in the room, where all © at least one friend
the bees hang out. all you o aflower fora

Choose one person to be the scout bee. need drawing of 3 flower)
That person should secretly hide the

flower somewhere in the room where no one can see it. e P
The scout bee goes back to the hive and performs a VC
Waggle Dance that will tell the other bees where the 0 (D)
food is. The diagram at right shows the dance steps.

Perform the dance so that the "waggle line" (steps A and C) points to the
food. The speed of your waggle tells how far the food is -- waggle fast if the
food is close (honeybees can waggle 15 times per second).

The other bees in the hive should observe the dance and then fly off to see if
they can find the food. Did the scout bee's dance help them find it?

Next, have someone else try being the scout bee!

Here's more about bee dancing:

Inside a bee hive, where scout bees do their dancing, it is completely dark. So how do
the other bees figure out the dance? They take turns holding on to the scout bee while
she performs, and are able to feel what the dance is communicating. When the scout
performs the dance quickly and includes lots of waggles, the flowers are very near the
hive. The dance also shows what direction the food is. Performing it straight up the
walls of the hive means the flowers are in the direction of the sun. If food is 30°to the
right of the sun, the scouts perform the dance 30°to the right of straight up. It's kind of
like a dance on a compass!
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