Sun Power

Some houses have solar panels

that turn the power of the sun into
electricity which can be used
around the house.

But you don’t need

solar electric panels
to make use of solar
energy. Many people
build solar ovens that get hot enough to cook food!

Try it yourself -- build your own solar oven, and brew
yourself a cup of SUN TEAI

Let's make a solar oven!

Here's what to do:

® a shoe box without a top
1. Make your own solar oven out of the o black construction paper
bottom of a shoe box. Cut off one of HOI‘QIS o plastic wrap
the long sides of the shoe box. Cut the " o foil
two short sides at an angle. a V"“ A
2. \"" Now, line the need o 2 paper cups
bottom of the box ® 2 tea bags
with black paper o tape

and the sides with
foil.

3. Make a cover with the plastic wrap along the sides, but leave a corner untaped so
that you can lift it up.

4. Put your solar oven in the sunniest place you can find!

5. Fill two paper cups with warm water. Put one cup in the solar oven and the other
outside the box.

6. Wait 30 minutes. Then put a tea bag in each cup and wait 10 more minutes.

7. Compare the cups to see which one has darker water in it. If your solar oven
worked properly, it heated the water and brewed the tea.

8. Enjoy your cup of tea! (Would you like milk or sugar with that?)

Here's more on solar energy:

Some of the panels that you see on houses collect energy from the sun to heat water.
This energy comes as heat and light. The heated water is then used to make tap water
hot or to run through pipes to keep a house toasty warm. A different type of solar panel
collects solar energy and turns it into electricity! You may see these panels on the roofs
of homes, too. Many calculators that you see today use such panels to collect light for
power.
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