What's the Word?
b"d%\ Sun@ = horSﬂrg

Thousands of years ago, when people first started
to write, they used pictures instead of an alphabet.
And some languages today use alphabets or letters
that don’t look anything like our ABCs.
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One really cool thing you can do is to code an alphabet of your own. It could be
like Morse Code, where dots and dashes stand for letters; or it could be that all
our familiar letters stand for something else. Have fun with the experiment below.

Let's make our own secret code!
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2. Connect the centers of both circles (poke holes in the middle
and attach them with a brass fastener or paper clip).

3. Draw lines to divide the circles into 26 sections. You'll need
13 lines. You'll have to work around the paper clip or fastener.

4. Write the alphabet around the edge of the outside circle and
around the edge of the inside circle. Turn the inside circle
so that its letters line up with different letters on the outside
circle. Now you can write in code! When you are writing
words, look at the outside circle for the letter you want, but
write down the letter you see on the inside circle.

5. Write your name in code, and underneath it write a sentence in
code. Trade with a friend. If you can decode your friend's name, you should be able
to decode the sentence! Was it easy or hard to decode your friend's message?
Can you think of other ways to code language?

Here's more about languages:

There are over 6,000 languages that people speak all around the world. It is believed that these
languages have all grown out of one or just a few languages from thousands of years ago. Some-
times people make up new languages for movies or for fun, like the Klingon language in Star Trek.
Coded language is not a new or made-up language, but a way to disguise a language to keep a
message secret.
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